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Two years have passed and my term as 5th President of PAFO has come

to an end. The last two years is a land mark to PAFO, we have seen it grow

into a strong institution, it has acquired experience, resources and a lot of

visibility attracting technical and financial partners from around the world. 

With no doubt it has established itself as the supreme body representing

family farmers of the African continent.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the new president, Mr. Nathanael BUKA MUPUNGU. I have no doubt that he is

going to steer us as the Board chair for the next two years considering the experience gained as the President of

PROPAC and also member of the PAFO Board. 

It takes a community to raise a child, in the same way PAFO Is our baby together we have to raise this baby, therefore

it’s the responsibility of each and every one to contribute in any way possible through dedicated leadership, joint

resources mobilization, joint ideas and strategies ,I strongly count on you ladies and gentlemen to support me in my

new role, support the new president and the entire board in making sure that we strengthen PAFO to became an

institution that every African farmer is going to pride in.

I would like to express my deep gratitude to the Board, to the CEO of PAFO and the entire secretariat, the CEOs of our

Member RFOs and their Secretariats, all our technical and financial partners and a million thanks for the support you

have been giving PAFO for last so many years. 

To all farmers of Africa, we appreciate your daily efforts in feeding Africa and feeding the world, your contribution is

very much needed to make sure that we build a strong farmers organization that is going to speak for every farmer of

Africa. I thank you all once again for the support you have accorded me for the last 2 years, one chapter has been

accomplished and a new one starts, as usual I count on all of you for maximum support in the new journey.
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Word from Mr. Nathanael BUKA
MUPUNGU new PAFO President 
A new handover, the General Assembly of PAFO held from October 18 to

23, 2021, was the occasion for the change of President and the renewal

of the mandate of the Board members, which will automatically support

the new President in two years. This operation of PAFO supported by the

retention of the outgoing President for two years on the Board and the

office makes it possible to implement the actions while developing new

ideas. I warmly thank the delegates of five PAFO member networks

namely EAFF, PROPAC, ROPPA, SACAU and UMNAGRI for having 

supported our mandate with two motions, as well as all the members of the office. I also thank the outgoing president

and the members of the board whose mandates have been renewed. PAFO actively contributes to the exchange and

transformation of agricultural policies through the activity of its themes, its regional training sessions and its

conferences. The development of exchanges involves setting up its website, enriching the newsletter, and even social

networks. PAFO members are very active in the field of organization, defense, farmers promotion, and we want to

promote these activities. 

We also welcome to your suggestions and initiatives. The program for the next two years is already rich with the

implementation of our strategic plan, then by 2023 we plan to organize a continental day of farmers development

cooperation and political dialogue within the framework of the AU-EU relationship and two major events: African

Women farmers Forum, Economic Centers and the Continental Conference of Youth Farmers. Monitoring the

implementation of the AU's 2063 agenda, the application of the Malabo Agreement, the United Nations Decade of

Family Farming, the recommendations of the World Food Systems Summit, SDGs will be our workhorse. Among other

things, the PAFO's main mission over the next two years is to pursue the goals of its members. We are open to all

bodies, continental and international organizations that wish to support PAFO for the achievement of the social well-

being of farmers and also to transform the demographic point of farmers into an economic force. We will be happy to

work with you and meet you there and on these occasions to develop and move forward these activities with you.



and a professional technical staff able to ensure continuity. 

Integrating the continental platform represented a real challenge for me. Being at the head of the PAFO Secretariat, a

position I held for almost 7 years, allowed me to carry out my duties with passion and a lot of dedication because I

deeply believe in the cause of farmers and the agricultural sector in Africa. 

During the years spent at PAFO I have been able to work with people as passionate as me, namely the presidents and

my colleagues, the CEOs of the member networks, as well as the various partners with whom the PAFO has dealt. 

I would like to thank all the members of the Board and in particular President Elizabeth Nsimadala for the support she

gave me in carrying out my duties and achieving the objectives set by the Board. I also thank my colleagues, the CEOs

of the PAFO member networks, it was a pleasure to work with you, and I keep fond memories of our successes, our

professional quarrels, but also our friendship and our madness laughs.

I wish prosperity, longevity and more success to our continental organization.

This is my 5th and last PAFO General Assembly during which, with regret, I

announced my wish to no longer renew my contract with PAFO. 

After nearly 25 years of involvement with farmers' organizations at the

national, regional and continental levels in Africa, I have decided to retire.

Within PAFO, I believe that I have accomplished my mission and taken up

the challenges set by the Board. 

Today, PAFO is a great institution, capable of meeting all challenges and

carving out a place of choice not only on the continental but also

international scene, with a new president, a new composition of the board 

Edito Fatma Ben Rejeb 
Outgoing CEO of PAFO



PAFO held its 5th Ordinary General Assembly on October 22 and 23, 2021, in the Rwandan capital city, Kigali and in

compliance with the health measures and the protection framework put in place by the Government of Rwanda.

Placed under the high support of the President of the Republic of Rwanda, His Excellency Paul Kagame, the work of the

GA took place in a hybrid, face-to-face and virtual format, and it reached the participation of around a hundred

delegates representing the five PAFO member networks across the continent. 

The plenary session allowed, through the round table of partners, the regional member networks of PAFO to present

their strategic plans under implementation, and partners to share collaboration opportunities with PAFO and its

members. 

The working groups organized with the support of PAFO experts contributed on deepening the reflection on the

themes of the studies carried out by PAFO. These include the study on the Impact of Covid19 on African farmers; the

African Continental Free Trade Area; African Food Systems and the land issue in connection with family farming. 

The General Assembly was preceded by auxiliary activities including: the African Rural Woman forum, the FO4ACP

continental coordination meeting, the innovation series knowledge management event, the Climakers continental

workshop. PAFO also held its 3rd ordinary Board meeting for the year 2021 and the first Board after the GA, the

objectives of which were the guidelines for the award and organization of the next Board meeting.

Link : https://bit.ly/3xF6TMF

5th PAFO GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

https://www.pafo-africa.org/1644-2/
https://www.pafo-africa.org/1644-2/


The ordinary General Meeting proceeded to the renewal of the Board, during a closed session. And, it is Mr. Nathanael

Buka Mupungu, PROPAC president, who was elected to be the new PAFO president. 

Mr. Buka is a Family Farmer, African Farmer Leader, expert in agricultural policy development and investment and in

farmer management and organization who opened his Family Farmer Support Service Business (ESSAF) in 1986 in his

village.

He is president of the National Committee for the Promotion of Family Farming (CNPAF) in the Democratic Republic of

Congo; of the Farmers Confederation of Congo (COPACO-PRP) and PROPAC …

He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the World Rural Forum; Member of the World Coordination of the

United Nations Decade of Family Farming of Civil Society and Member of the Policy Committee of AgriCord…. 

NEW BOARD 

The PAFO Board is composed as follows for the next two years:

Presidency:                                                  PROPAC 

Vice/presidency:                                      UMNAGRI 

Treasury:                                                       ROPPA 

In charge of rural women:                   EAFF 

In charge of young people:                SACAU 

For more information: See the declaration of the GA :  https://bit.ly/3w90Vmi

https://www.pafo-africa.org/1644-2/
https://www.pafo-africa.org/1644-2/
https://bit.ly/3w90Vmi


PAFO produced and directed a spot on agriculture in Africa, filmed entirely in Rwanda with Rwandan Farmers This spot

is recognition from PAFO to the Republic of Rwanda for hosting its headquarters in Kigali.

https://bit.ly/3B53RkX

FARMERS, GREEN SOLDIERS OF THE NATION

NEW PAFO VIDEO

https://bit.ly/3B53RkX?fbclid=IwAR2h-yuTJz-cvGE3k-68MGY3VxXF9g29Cln2RgXjFtbhHA1iaIxe7N40toE


We, PAFO member networks, gathered at the 5th Ordinary General Assembly of our continental platform, reiterate our

deep gratitude and our sincere thanks to His Excellency Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of Rwanda, and to his

entire government for the official recognition granted to PAFO with diplomatic status; for having accepted the

presidency of this General Assembly, through the Minister of Agriculture and for all the facilities and support provided

to our organization. 

RECOGNITION TO HIS EXCELLENCY PAUL KAGAME,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MOTIONS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO PARTNERS 

The delegates present at the 5th Ordinary General Assembly of PAFO, on behalf of the member networks, thank all the

technical and financial partners committed to PAFO, and who have provided them with their support and support in the

conduct of its activities and initiatives, in particular the presence of this General Assembly. 



We, delegates to the 5th Ordinary PAFO General Assembly deeply thank all the members of the outgoing Board for

having carried out their mandate with commitment and success. We extend our deep gratitude particularly to the

outgoing President, Ms. Elizabeth Nsimadala, for her determination and her initiatives which have helped to strengthen

the institutionalization of PAFO and its audience with partners at the continental and international levels. 

The delegates to the 5th PAFO Ordinary General Assembly and all members of the outgoing Board send their thanks

and deep gratitude to Mrs. Fatma Ben Rejeb, outgoing CEO of PAFO, for her commitment to the services rendered

since 2015 to PAFO and for nearly 25 years to African farmers. We welcome her initiatives and convictions which have

allowed PAFO to make significant progress.

The delegates of the 5th General Assembly wish good luck and much success in her future professional life. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO THE OUTGOING BOARD 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO THE OUTGOING CEO OF
PAFO 



PAFO recognizes that women are the main actors in agricultural development and in society in general. Moreover, the

promotion of women is one of the priorities of PAFO's programs and it is in this context that PAFO, with the support of

AGRA, organized the 3rd PAFO Rural Women's Forum. The Forum brought together around 20 rural women from the five

regions of Africa to discuss and define their vision in relation to the strategic direction of PAFO. 

The Forum began with a field visit to two cooperatives in Muhanga and Ruhango, Rwanda, to see practical cases of

success and to exchange with Rwandan women on their experiences.

Video of the visit: https://bit.ly/3lRK447

PAFO RURAL WOMEN FORUM

https://bit.ly/3lRK447?fbclid=IwAR37T58W3TSCSBE6uL7iMwzm29ajv5swigFBjC8NyNxhlpqIV6844lPWUiA


In addition, the Forum was an opportunity for them to define the specificities of rural women in the five-year strategy

of PAFO 2021-2025, and discussed the conclusions of the study "Financing agricultural value chains to empower

women. rural women».

Video: https://bit.ly/3ng8Vy9

https://bit.ly/3ng8Vy9?fbclid=IwAR2rkXntnqadR9RB6urWPzgobYTRLuUDY6HP3Qg0ARfK_8cQq5CpAkuBbck


The 4th continental coordination meeting of the FO4ACP project was organized during the PAFO General Assembly

events in hybrid format. It involved the participation of PAFO and its member networks; Agricord and its member Agri-

Agencies, as well as representatives of partners from the Organization of African, Caribbean and Pacific Countries

(OACPS), the European Union and IFAD. 

The meeting was an opportunity to report on the progress of the implementation of FO4ACP and SAFE 2020, to

address the various challenges encountered and to discuss what can be done to monitor the progress of activities. It

was also an opportunity to bring together regional farmer organizations, agri-agencies and partners to share their

experiences, present successful cases in the implementation of the program at national and regional level, to discuss

their perspectives of FO4ACP with emphasis on the coordination effort of farmers' organizations and agri-agencies. 

Video : https://bit.ly/2Xw02HG 

FO4ACP CONTINENTAL COORDINATION
MEETING

https://bit.ly/2Xw02HG?fbclid=IwAR26qRQJTQ6_sSfr2U573yC9_3VXum7FM1onOt8aFSvEZVclvBoO0GCcalU


PAFO organized a specific event entirely dedicated to Knowledge Management, the main objective of which is to

consolidate and extend the successful innovations of farmers in order to accelerate and optimize learning based on

experience and to put into practice highlight potential investment opportunities. It is in this context that innovations

carried out by African companies and farmers' organizations were presented.

As such, it should be remembered that PAFO and COLEACP organize a series of 2-hour sessions every 2 months to

increase, among other things, awareness and use of existing innovations carried out by African organizations and

SMEs. across value chains. Seven sessions have been organized so far. 

Link to all sessions: https://bit.ly/3yg7eVF

Taking the opportunity of this event, PAFO and COLEACP presented their online training courses for PAFO members.

Since the launch of these training courses, three certification sessions have been organized.

THE PAFO - COLEACP INNOVATION SERIES 

CONTINENTAL WORKSHOP OF CLIMAKERS IN
AFRICA 

PAFO organized a Continental Workshop to consolidate regional Climakers workshops in Africa.

The objective was to demonstrate that African farmers have a large part of the knowledge relating to climate change

and its impact on their agricultural activities (production and livestock) as well as the corresponding effects on food

security and farmers' livelihoods and of their households. Participants are aware that without urgently addressing

climate change, the development process in Africa risks being negatively affected, as the agricultural sector is the

engine of growth and development in many parts of the continent. 

https://bit.ly/3yg7eVF


Seizing the opportunity to meet physically and virtually, PAFO celebrated its 11th anniversary with an evening to the

rhythms of Rwandan music and in the presence of all the delegates and partners.

Video : https://bit.ly/3cfZwkO

11TH PAFO ANNIVERSARY 

https://bit.ly/3cfZwkO


Seizing the opportunity of its General Assembly, PAFO organized the thematic meeting to discuss with its members

and partners on the results of four (4) studies carried out. The thematic meeting was also an opportunity for members

to provide additional recommendations on the results of the studies:

1- Impact of COVID-19 on African famers: https://bit.ly/3kY5FH7

2- Positioning of African Farmers Organizations in the context of the AfCFTA: https://bit.ly/2OyO8sj

3- African Food Systems: https://bit.ly/36XUIxQ

4- Family Farming Specificities and Land Governance Process: https://bit.ly/3oiwWGI

The debates between the experts and the PAFO delegates concerned the challenges, solutions and recommendations

that constitute a tool for PAFO's advocacy and programs. 

THEMATIC MEETING ON PAFO STUDIES

https://bit.ly/3kY5FH7
https://bit.ly/2OyO8sj
https://bit.ly/36XUIxQ
https://bit.ly/3oiwWGI


L’Organization Pan-Africanism des Agriculteurs (PAFO) lance un avis de recrutement pour le poste de Secrétaire

Exécutif de la PAFO. Ce poste est classé dans la catégorie haut maangement d'une organisation internationale non

gouvernementale.

Pour plus de détails, TDR : https://bit.ly/30Us2GB 

 

N.B : Seules les candidatures conformes aux Termes de Références et envoyées par mail seront acceptées

PAFO CEO RECRUITMENT NOTICE 

Tel :                      (+250) 733202069 / 7332020701

Adresse :            Bibare, Street KG125, House No. 88, Kimironko Kigali - Rwanda 

Mail :                   info@pafo-africa.org


